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is that I think the contrary will be the case.
And I think the debate about involvement
and who does what in the process is one that
will come subsequent to having discussed the
general, basic things.

But then, certainly, when it comes to the
involvement and also participation in terms
of industrial policy, certainly we’ll be inter-
ested.

President Bush. Nice to see you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:53 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Chancellor
Schroeder spoke in German, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Joint Statement With Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder on a
Transatlantic Vision for the 21st
Century
March 29, 2001

The United States of America and the
Federal Republic of Germany are linked by
a deep friendship. Our meeting today opens
a new chapter in our close relationship. At
the beginning of the 21st century, we reaf-
firm our common commitment to the lasting
principles which are at the basis of the Trans-
atlantic community of values—freedom, de-
mocracy and human rights. On this basis, we
are resolved to strengthen and further de-
velop the partnership between the United
States of America and Europe. In the age
of globalization we want to give it a new qual-
ity.

We agree that our cooperation within the
Atlantic Alliance continues to be of decisive
importance for the security and stability of
the Euro-Atlantic region and that this in-
cludes an adequate military presence of the
United States in Europe. The Atlantic Alli-
ance has adapted itself to the historic changes
in Europe after the end of the Cold War and
today also plays an important role in pro-
moting stability in the states of Central, East-
ern, and Southeastern Europe. The openness
of the Alliance for new members and its offer
of a comprehensive partnership to the new
democracies on the European continent con-

tribute to peace and security in all of Europe.
They are directed against no one.

We share the view that Russia can make
an important contribution to maintaining
peace and stability in Europe and the world.
We encourage the Russian government to
further pursue a policy of democratic re-
forms and offer our cooperation to this end.

We will be partners for the states in South-
eastern Europe on their way into a peaceful
future. War, aggressive nationalism and ex-
tremist acts of violence must belong to the
past. We will lend our support to the process
of stabilization and democratization in the
Balkans, continuing to act in close consulta-
tion and jointly. In these efforts, the Stability
Pact will continue to play a central role.

Both our countries have long-standing
commitments to the territorial integrity of
Macedonia. We strongly condemn the vio-
lence perpetrated by a small group of ex-
tremists trying to destabilize that country’s
democratic, multi-ethnic government. Their
violent methods are hurting the long-term in-
terests of ethnic Albanians in Macedonia,
Kosovo, and throughout the region. We
strongly support President Trajkovski and the
Macedonia government in taking propor-
tionate steps to prevent further violence and
urge that they work closely with elected rep-
resentatives of the Macedonian Albanian
community to address legitimate minority
concerns. We welcome steps being taken by
NATO, the European Union, and the OSCE
to help Macedonia contain the insurgents as
well as to facilitate a political solution.

We are convinced that the uniting Europe
will enrich Transatlantic relations. From the
beginning, the United States of America has
offered its support to European unification,
for a Europe that is strong and capable lies
in the interest of the United States just as
much as Europe needs a strong American
partner. Therefore we view the development
of a European Security and Defense Policy
as an important contribution to sharing the
burden of securing peace which will
strengthen the Atlantic Alliance.

The United States and Germany welcome
the efforts of the European Union to assume
greater responsibility for crisis management
by strengthening capabilities and developing
the ability to take actions where NATO as
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a whole chooses not to engage. In this regard,
the United States welcomes the European
Union’s European Security and Defense Pol-
icy (ESDP), aiming at making Europe a
stronger, more capable partner in deterring
and managing crises affecting the security of
the Transatlantic community. This involves:

• Developing EU capabilities in a manner
that is fully coordinated, compatible,
and transparent with NATO;

• The fullest possible participation by
non-EU European NATO members in
the operational planning and execution
of EU-led exercises and operations, re-
flecting their shared interests and secu-
rity commitments as NATO members;

• Working with other EU members to im-
prove Europe’s capabilities and enables
the EU to act where NATO as a whole
is not engaged.

Together we are resolved to undertake
new efforts in countering the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and in-
creasingly sophisticated missiles for their de-
livery. We agree on the need for substantive
bilateral consultations, as well as close con-
sultations with other allies and interested
parties. We will work together toward a post-
Cold War strategy that increases our com-
mon security and that encompasses the ap-
propriate mix of offensive and defensive sys-
tems, and that continues nuclear arms reduc-
tions and strengthens WMD and missile pro-
liferation controls as well as counter-pro-
liferation measures.

We are resolved to increase our efforts to
abolish barriers impeding trade between the
European Union and the United States of
America. In areas where we have differences
of opinion we will strive to bring our posi-
tions closer together.

In the framework of G–7/8 we will con-
tribute to helping the poorest countries in
drawing more benefit from technological de-
velopment, in particular in the field of infor-
mation technology. Together we will also in-
crease our efforts towards bringing about a
stable global finance system. This will also
be of help in overcoming hunger, poverty,
and disease in large parts of the world that
represent a challenge to all of us.

We share a common concern about global
climate change. We openly note that we dif-
fer on the best way to protect the earth’s
climate. The Federal Republic of Germany,
host of the Climate Change Conference in
Bonn in July, emphasizes that the targets to
reduce greenhouse gases agreed in Kyoto are
indispensable to combat global climate
change effectively. The United States op-
poses the Kyoto Protocol because it exempts
many countries from compliance and would
cause serious harm to the American econ-
omy. Both sides, however, are prepared to
work constructively with friends and allies to
solve the problem. In this context they deem
it necessary to develop, among other means,
technologies, market-based incentives, and
other innovative approaches to meeting the
challenge of global climate change.

We attach particular importance to the
fight against HIV/AIDS. We want the G–7/
8 to intensify their efforts to ease the suf-
fering of millions of people who are inflicted
by this disease. We consider it to be of par-
ticular importance for the pharmaceutical in-
dustry to take additional measures so that
HIV/AIDS patients in affected developing
countries can be supplied with medication
at affordable prices.

We welcome the agreements on the estab-
lishment of the German Foundation Re-
membrance, Responsibility, and the Future
for compensation payments to former forced
laborers. We note with great satisfaction that
the German companies now have made avail-
able their total share in the Foundation. We
call for a swift implementation of the agree-
ments on all-embracing and enduring legal
peace so that payments to the aged former
forced laborers can begin as soon as possible.

German-American friendship constitutes a
pillar of Transatlantic relations. It must con-
tinue to be based on broad popular support
in the new century. To this end, we will, on
both sides of the Atlantic, encourage even
more contacts among members of the young-
er generation.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Remarks to African-American
Leaders
March 29, 2001

Thank you all. The legislative branch is al-
ways trying to take something from the exec-
utive branch. [Laughter] Thank you, J.C., for
helping set up this meeting. And thank you
all for coming. It’s my honor that you’re here,
and I want to welcome you to the people’s
home.

Before I begin, I do want to make mention
of the fact and ask you to join me in a mo-
ment of silence—a Member of the United
States Congress passed away today, Norm
Sisisky from the State of Virginia. I know
you’ll join me in asking God’s blessing on
Norm, as well as on Rhoda and his four sons
and seven grandchildren.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

Amen. Thank you very much.
Secretary Paige, thank you very much for

being here. I’ve known Rod a long time. You
may remember, at one time I was the Gov-
ernor of the great State of Texas. [Laughter]
And we had a superintendent of schools in
our largest school district who insisted that
every child could learn. And he caught my
attention by saying that—and then not only
did he insist that, he worked hard to make
sure that that was the case. And it’s such an
honor to have Rod make the sacrifice of mov-
ing from Texas up here and becoming the
Secretary of Education. People are going to
be proud of the job he does. It doesn’t matter
what your political party is; you’ll be proud
of the job this man does. Thank you, sir.

I know the Lieutenant Governor of the
great State of Colorado is here, Joe Rogers.
And I don’t know if Kenny Blackwell is here
from Ohio. We’ve got elected officials, I
know, from Oregon and Nevada and all
around the country. Thanks for coming.

I love the old words of Jackie Robinson—
he one time said when President Kennedy
did something he disagreed with, he said:
‘‘The President is a fine man, but he reserved
the right to change his opinion.’’ [Laughter]
Every President, whatever his party, is
judged not only by the words he speaks but,
more importantly, by the work he leaves be-

hind. And that’s what I hope my administra-
tion is judged on—by the work we leave be-
hind.

I will constantly speak for the values that
unite our country: personal responsibility,
equal justice, equal opportunity for every-
body. These are important common values.
And I’ve set this administration to the work
of putting those values into practice and into
law.

The work begins where opportunity usu-
ally begins, and that’s in the schoolhouses.
I have made public education the number
one priority of this administration for a rea-
son, because when we get it right, when
every child learns, America will be a much
more hopeful place.

Today, all the children—there was a day
when all the children couldn’t enter schools.
Some of you may remember that. I’m not
trying to age you. [Laughter] As a result of
a lot of hard work, that has changed. All chil-
dren can enter schools, but the fundamental
question now is, once in school, will all chil-
dren learn? And that’s the question all of us
must ask, and if not, we must insist on
change—we must insist on change. I’ve
asked Congress to spend more money on
education. But I’ve also asked that we expect
more in return.

A good education system is one that’s
based on some fundamental principles. One
is, high expectations for every child. You all
know, those of you involved with education
know, if you lower the bar, if you have low
expectations, you get those kind of results.
If you assume certain children can’t learn,
certain children won’t learn. So, inherent in
any good reform system is one that sets high
standards.

Secondly, it’s so important to trust the
local folks, is to set power out of Washington
so as not to provide convenient excuses for
failure. We must align authority and respon-
sibility at the local level. There’s nothing
worse than having a school system where
centralized authority says you must do it this
way, and when there’s failure, somebody
says, ‘‘Oh, we would have succeeded except
somebody told me to do it the way we didn’t
want to do it.’’ Authority and responsibility
must go hand in hand.


